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By Tliomas O’Toole 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
A civilian employee of the Department 
of the Army unwittingly took LSD as part 
of a Central Intelligence Agency test, 
then jumped 10 floors to his death less 
thatfea week later, according to the 



commission report released 

•^ycsferttarij 

The -min' was given the drug while 
attending a meeting with CIA personnel 
working^ifef a. .test Project that involved 
the. administration of mind-bending drugs 
.tAunfjspee^g' Americans and the testing 
of'iJew listening devices by eavesdropping 
on "citizens' who were unaware they were 
being overheard. 

“This individual was not made aware he 
had been given LSD until about 20 min-, 
utes after it had been administered,”' the 
commission said. “He developed serious 
side effects and was sent to New York 
with a CIA escort for psychiatric treat- 
ment. Several days later, he' jumped from 
a tenth-floor window of his room and 
died as a result.” 

. The CIA’s general counsel ruled that 
the death, resulted from “circumstances 
arising out of an experiment undertaken 
in the course of his official duties for 
the United States government.” His fam- 
ily, thus, was. eligible for death benefits. 
And two CIA employees were “repri- 
manded” by the director. I 

The Rockefeller commission report on 
domestic CIA activities said it did not 
know how many . Americans were given 
“behavior-influencing” drugs by the CIA,, 
declaring that “all persons directly in- 
volved in the early phases of the program 
were either out of the country and not 
available for interview or were deceased.” 
The practice of giving drugs to Unsus- 
pecting people lasted from 1953 to 1963, 
when it was . discovered by the CIA’s 
inspector general and stopped, the com- 
mission said. 

Drugs also were tested on? volunteers 
and were part of a “much larger” program 
to study ways of controlling human be- 
havior. Other studies “explored the ef- 
fects of radiation, electric shock, phychol- 
' ogy, psychiatry, sociology and harassment^ 
substances.” 

The commission report said that all 
the drug program “records were ordered 
destroyed in 1973, including a total of 
152 separate files.” 

The commission did not say who or- 
dered the files destroyed or why such 
an order was given. A commission spokes- 
man said that all documented evidence 
for the drug tests jvas turned over to . 
the White House, where it will remain 
indefinitely. 
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By Bill Richards 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Agents .working for the CIA were in- 
structed to infiltrate and moniter at least 
17 Washington area activist groups— 
ranging from the Black Panthers to the 
Washington Ethical. Society — during 1967 
and 1963, according to the Rockefeller 
Commission report released yesterday. : 
Washington became the focus of nation- 
wide CIA. surveillance of antiwar and 
black political groups during those years, 
when protest demonstrations’ and disrup- 
tions were growing in size and intensity, 
the commission reported. 

The domestic spying started after re- 
quests from President Johnson for in- 
formation on possible foreign links to 
domestic dissident groups and because of 
the CIA’s own fear that political dissi- 
dents might harm the agency’s personnel 
or property here. 

The Rockefeller commission concluded 
that the- surveillance , of dissidents was 
not covered by the CLVs legal mandate 
to conduct intelligence activities outside 
the United States and to protect itself 
and therefore was illegal. 

“The agency’s infiltration of dissident 
. groups ' in the Washington area,” the 
report said, ‘'went far beyond the steps 
necessary to protect the agency’s own 
facilities, personnel and operations, and' 

. therefore exceeded the CIA’s statu- 
tory authority.” 

The information gathered here by • 
agents who were called “assets” in CIA 
parlance, was turned over to “Operation 
CHAOS,” the CIA’s program of monitor- 
ing dissident groups around’ the. country 
In all, Operation CHAOS put the names 
of 300,000 Americans on a computerized 
index and developed 7,200 separate “per- 
sonality files on citizens of the United 
States,” according to the report. 

As many as a dozen agents working for 
the CIA were involved at any one time in 
the infiltration and surveillance of dissi- , 
dent groups in the Washington area ac- 
cording to the Rockefeller Commission. 

The agents were directed to report the 
names of speakers at the meetings they 
attended, the substance of the speeches 
and any threatening remarks made to- 
ward U.S. government leaders. 

They also were told to make evaluations 
of altitudes, trends and possible develop- V| 
ments with' the organizations. They were i 
allowed to make “modest” contributions 
to meetings if necessary, but were under 
orders to stay out of leadership activities, 
according to the commission report. 

The number of organizations designated 
for infiltration or monitoring by the 
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CIA and area police departments worked 
closely. Page C1 _ 











was completely received ' - ' • 

and some organizations 

never were monitered. plans for violence against stake and real hum: 
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